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Week 14: 

 

 

(Acts 15:36   NASB)  And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us return and visit 

the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they 

are." 

 

Vs. 15:36  The second missionary trip was not planned to reach out to areas beyond those 

on the first trip but to return to the churches established on the first journey. God, 

however, had additional plans.  

 

(Acts 15:37 NASB)  And Barnabas was desirous of taking John, called Mark, along with 

them also. 

(Acts 15:38 NASB)  But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had 

deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 

(Acts 15:39 NASB)  And there arose such a sharp disagreement that they separated from 

one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus. 

Acts 15:39:  Vs. 15:39  they separated from one another. Here is an example of separation 

because of personality or practicality, not doctrine, and it seemed to be the only solution to the 

problem. God brought good out of it in that two missionary teams were sent out, and Barnabas's 

continued interest in John Mark rescued him from possible uselessness. (For separation on 

doctrinal grounds, see Gal. 1:8; 2 Thess. 3:14; 2 Tim. 2:18; 1 John 2:18; 2 John 10.)  

 

 

What’s going on here?   

Is Paul or Barnabus a hot head?   

Why is this such a big deal?   

How is God served in all this? 

 

 

(Acts 15:40 NASB)  But Paul chose Silas and departed, being committed by the brethren to 

the grace of the Lord. 

(Acts 15:41 NASB)  And he was traveling through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the 

churches. 



Paul’s 2
nd

 Journey 
 

(Acts 16:1 NASB)  And he came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple 

was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father 

was a Greek, 

(Acts 16:2 NASB)  and he was well spoken of by the brethren who were in Lystra and 

Iconium. 

(Acts 16:3 NASB)  Paul wanted this man to go with him; and he took him and circumcised 

him because of the Jews who were in those parts, for they all knew that his father was a 

Greek. 

 

Why did paul do this?   

Did Paul have this done for everyone of his disciples? 

 

(Gal 2:3 NASB)  But not even Titus who was with me, though he was a Greek, was 

compelled to be circumcised. 

 

(Acts 16:4 NASB)  Now while they were passing through the cities, they were delivering the 

decrees, which had been decided upon by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem, 

for them to observe. 

(Acts 16:5 NASB)  So the churches were being strengthened in the faith, and were 

increasing in number daily. 

(Acts 16:6 NASB)  And they passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been 

forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; 

(Acts 16:7 NASB)  and when they had come to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, 

and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them; 

(Acts 16:8 NASB)  and passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 

God told them to NOT go to preach certain places…. 

 Anyone experience this? 

 What does this say about the great commission? 

   

Remember…. No rules…. Not even “great commission” 

   Only spirit and life…. Forces LISTENING 
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(Acts 16:9 NASB)  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a certain man of Macedonia  

was standing and appealing to him, and saying, "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 

(Acts 16:10 NASB)  And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into 

Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. 

 

What does this vision mean?   

What did Paul set out to do?   

Did God change His Mind? 

 

Also notice, “they” has changed to “we”.  What has happened? 

 

Acts 16:10:  Vs. 16:10  we. Luke joined Paul and his group at Troas and went with them to 

Philippi, where he remained when the others left (Acts 16:40). Six or seven years later he 

rejoined Paul (20:5) and remained with him until the end of the narrative.  

 

4   The work at Philippi, 16:11-40 

 

(Acts 16:11 NASB)  Therefore putting out to sea from Troas, we ran a straight course to 

Samothrace, and on the day following to Neapolis; 

(Acts 16:12 NASB)  and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia, a Roman colony; and we were staying in this city for some days. 

 

a Roman colony was like a piece of Rome transplanted abroad  

 

(Acts 16:13 NASB)  And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where 

we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began 

speaking to the women who had assembled. 

 

Acts 16:13:  Vs. 16:13  outside the gate to a riverside. Apparently there was no synagogue in 

Philippi; it required at least 10 Jewish men to organize one.  

 

The προσευχηα προσευχηα προσευχηα προσευχηα  was a place of prayer, or a place used for worship, where  

there was no synagogue. It was a large building uncovered, with seats, as in an  

amphitheatre. Buildings of this sort the Jews had by the sea side, and by the sides  

of rivers. See this subject considered at large in the note on Luke 6:12 (note). It  
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appears that the apostles had heard from some of the Gentiles, or from some of  

the Jews themselves, that there was a place of prayer by the river side; and they  

went out in quest of it, knowing that, as it was the Sabbath, they should find  

some Jews there.  

 

(Acts 16:14 NASB)  And a certain woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller 

of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart to 

respond to the things spoken by Paul. 

(Acts 16:15 NASB)  And when she and her household had been baptized, she urged us, 

saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay." 

And she prevailed upon us. 

(Acts 16:16 NASB)  And it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a certain 

slave-girl having a spirit of divination met us, who was bringing her masters much profit 

by fortunetelling. 

(Acts 16:17 NASB)  Following after Paul and us, she kept crying out, saying, "These men 

are bond-servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation." 

(Acts 16:18 NASB)  And she continued doing this for many days. But Paul was greatly 

annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, "I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to 

come out of her!" And it came out at that very moment. 

As often-times the priestesses of this god became greatly agitated, and gave  

answers apparently from their bellies, when their mouths remained close, ðõèùíðõèùíðõèùíðõèùí  

was applied to the åããá	ñéìõèïéåããá	ñéìõèïéåããá	ñéìõèïéåããá	ñéìõèïé, or ventriloquists. Hesychius defines ðõèùí, ðõèùí, ðõèùí, ðõèùí,     
äáéìïíéïí ìáíôéêïíäáéìïíéïí ìáíôéêïíäáéìïíéïí ìáíôéêïíäáéìïíéïí ìáíôéêïí, a divining demon; and it was evidently such a one that  

possessed this young woman, and which Paul expelled, 

 

He well knew that the Jewish law abhorred all magic, incantations, magical rites, and 

dealings with familiar spirits; he therefore bears what was in itself a true testimony to 

the apostles, that by it he may destroy their credit, and ruin their usefulness. The Jews, 

by this testimony, would be led at once to believe that the apostles were in compact with 

these demons, and that the miracles they wrought were done by the agency of these 

wicked spirits, and that the whole was the effect of magic; and this, of course, would 

harden their hearts against the preaching of the Gospel. 

 

2. The GENTILES, finding that their own demon bore testimony to the apostles, would 

naturally consider that the whole was one system; that they had nothing to learn, 

nothing to correct; and thus the preaching of the apostles must be useless to them. In 

such a predicament is this, nothing could have saved the credit of the apostles but their 

dispossessing this woman of her familiar spirit, and that in the most incontestable 

manner; for what could have saved the credit of Moses and Aaron, when the magicians 

of Egypt turned their rods into serpents, had not Aaron’s rod devoured theirs? And what 

could have saved the credit of these apostles but the casting out of this spirit of 



Paul’s 2
nd

 Journey 
 

divination, with which, otherwise, both Jews and Gentiles would have believed them in 

compact? 

 

Ok, she is demon possessed.....   

 Why is she proclaiming that these guys are telling the truth? 

 Why is Paul annoyed at that? 

 Why didn’t he exorcise her before? 

 

(Acts 16:19 NASB)  But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they 

seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the authorities, 

(Acts 16:20 NASB)  and when they had brought them to the chief magistrates, they said, 

"These men are throwing our city into confusion, being Jews, 

 

Being jews..... What might be the claim here, by these guys? 

 

(Acts 16:21 NASB)  and are proclaiming customs which it is not lawful for us to accept or 

to observe, being Romans." 

(Acts 16:22 NASB)  And the crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates 

tore their robes off them, and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods. 

(Acts 16:23 NASB)  And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them 

into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; 

(Acts 16:24 NASB)  and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner 

prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

 

(Acts 16:25 NASB)  But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of 

praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them; 

 

Singing!!!!  They have been beaten with MANY BLOWS…. 

The word translated listening here means “to listen with pleasure,” as 

if listening to beautiful music 
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James 1:2 
2
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials,  

Note on James 1:2 
suppose it to be absolutely all joy and great delight, brothers, whenever various, or many-colored trials, 

temptations or what may even be considered experiments fall around you or along side you. 

 

JOY.... Something mystical 

Elludes our culture..... toil…. Struggle….  

 Keep up the façade 

 Keep up with all the toys… 

 

(Psa 63:1 NASB)  (A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.) O God, 

Thou art my God; I shall seek Thee earnestly; My soul thirsts for Thee, my flesh yearns for 

Thee, In a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

(Psa 63:2 NASB)  Thus I have beheld Thee in the sanctuary, To see Thy power and Thy 

glory. 

(Psa 63:3 NASB)  Because Thy lovingkindness is better than life, My lips will praise Thee. 

(Psa 63:4 NASB)  So I will bless Thee as long as I live; I will lift up my hands in Thy name. 

(Psa 63:5 NASB)  My soul is satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers 

praises with joyful lips. 

 

 

 

(Acts 16:26 NASB)  and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of 

the prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's 

chains were unfastened. 

 

Prisons are NOT a good place for apostles!  (ch 5, Peter ch 12) 

 

 

(Acts 16:27 NASB)  And when the jailer had been roused out of sleep and had seen the 

prison doors opened, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the 

prisoners had escaped. 
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Why did he want to commit suicide.....  

 Taking his job awefully seriously.... 

 

(Acts 16:28 NASB)  But Paul cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for 

we are all here!" 

 

How did Paul know? 

 

(Acts 16:29 NASB)  And he called for lights and rushed in and, trembling with fear, he fell 

down before Paul and Silas, 

(Acts 16:30 NASB)  and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be 

saved?" 

(Acts 16:31 NASB)  And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you 

and your household." 

 

Does this mean that if you are saved, your family will be saved also? 

 

(Acts 16:32 NASB)  And they spoke the word of the Lord to him together with all who were 

in his house. 

(Acts 16:33 NASB)  And he took them that very hour of the night and washed their 

wounds, and immediately he was baptized, he and all his household. 

(Acts 16:34 NASB)  And he brought them into his house and set food before them, and 

rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with his whole household. 

(Acts 16:35 NASB)  Now when day came, the chief magistrates sent their policemen, saying, 

"Release those men." 

(Acts 16:36 NASB)  And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, "The chief 

magistrates have sent to release you. Now therefore, come out and go in peace." 

 

(Acts 16:37 NASB)  But Paul said to them, "They have beaten us in public without trial, 

men who are Romans, and have thrown us into prison; and now are they sending us away 

secretly? No indeed! But let them come themselves and bring us out." 

 

Acts 16:37:  Vs. 16:37  are Romans. Paul was born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28), which gave 

him certain rights, including a public hearing. Scourging of any Roman citizen was prohibited 

by law; the rights of Paul and Silas, therefore, had already been violated.  
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Why do you think that Paul is taking this tack?    

Is he really going to press charges against the magistrate? 

 

 

(Acts 16:38 NASB)  And the policemen reported these words to the chief magistrates. And 

they were afraid when they heard that they were Romans, 

(Acts 16:39 NASB)  and they came and appealed to them, and when they had brought them 

out, they kept begging them to leave the city. 

(Acts 16:40 NASB)  And they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia, and 

when they saw the brethren, they encouraged them and departed. 

 


